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Welcome, 
     Canada is a nation rich in history and                     
tradition, and preserving that history is                
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀǎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ 
us how important preserving our national                
heritage is to you through your generous             
contributions. These gifts and pledges are    
already being used to restore and protect              
Assumption Church, a national historic                  
treasure, and to preserve its campus for the 
community and the nation. Thank you for your 
generous support to date.   
     A task as important and complex as ours could not be accomplished without 
the support of the community. Fortunately, our call to action was answered by a 
number of partners both within Windsor and from all across the country. 
     These partners are instrumental to our successes thus far, and to our               
eventual achievement of the Assumption Campus Master Plan. In particular, I 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ                 
Assumption. This symbiotic relationship has existed since the founding of the 
University thanks in large part to the existence of the Assumption parish, and 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ 

aided in everything from geological 
surveys to noise control around the 
campus, and the value of their efforts 
cannot be overstated.   
     The Board of Directors for the                
Assumption Heritage Trust Foundation 
consists of 40 determined individuals, 
whose time and expertise are being 
generously donated to the dream that 
is the Assumption Campus Master 
Plan. Without their assistance, this 
project could never be realized  
     As co-chair, I am honoured to work 
with this exceptional group of                      
individuals, and know that our                  

successes will continue to grow going forward through the next half of 2011.  
τPat Ducharme, Co Chair AHTF  
 

Pat Ducharme  
Co-Chair, AHTF  

Dr. Gerry Kerr  
Odette School of Business 

University of Windsor 

FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER I Spring 2011 

(L to R) Maj. Gen. Richard Rohmer, Bishop Daniels,              
Dr. Gerry Kerr and Bishop Ronald Fabbro, CSB 

Thank You! 
Congratulations Bishop Daniels!  
     We would like to take this opportunity to             
congratulate one of our staunchest supporters.  
Bishop Daniels received a call from the Papal   

Nuncio to Canada, Archbishop Pedro Lopez  
Quintana,  and was informed of his new                                                          
responsibilities as Bishop of Grand Falls, NL. 
     Ahrgno C`mhdkrƍtireless efforts on behalf of the Foundation were 
integral to the formation of AHTF. He invited our leadership, 
guided our efforts, and helped to lead our corporate board as                
Vice-Chair. Despite his new duties, he has agreed to continue              
working with us until our mandate is fulfilled. We owe him our 
thanks for his outstanding leadership, and wish him all the best in 
his new capacity at Grand Falls.  

CO-CHAIR  
His Excellency R. Anthony Daniels  

       Bishop, Grand Falls, Newfoundland  

Bishop R. Anthony  
Daniels 

The Basilian Fathers  
of Sandwich  
NƍBnmmnq Gntrd 



Grand Entrance  Orientation Pavilion  

Heritage/Education Centre  Amphitheatre/Event Centre  

 

PAGE 3  For All, Forever SPRING 2O11 



10 Year Master Plan Concept 
 
At the heart of every strong community lie 
chrshmbshud ohdbdr ne sg`s bnlltmhsxƍr
heritage. These local treasures of regional      
and national importance provide a link to             
sgd bnlltmhsxƍr o`rs `mc+ vgdm oqnodqkx
nurtured and valued, are a door to its future.  

Sgd Bnlltmhsx vhkk ad Mtqstqdcƕ 

 

The Campus Master Plan is a highly                       

sustainable project which will result in a              

major generator for the local economy 

through labour, trades and contractors.  

By creating jobs for the people who live in 

our community, we strengthen the                      

economy and our home. 

 

Our History will be Preserved... 

 

The Campus Master Plan is ultimately a tool 

through which we can remember our                  

heritage. Creating new ways of learning of        

the vital role this region played in the                 

forming of our nation, and the pathways 

taken by our forefathers to build the                        

community we have today.  

By educating individuals about our                         

historical significance, and about the                      

origins of their home, we honour our past 

while ensuring a bright, successful future. 

 

Environmental Sustainability will be 

Achieved... 

 

The Campus Master Plan strives to create an 

`slnrogdqd vgdqd !khuhmf bnldr m`stq`kkxƐ

through the development of public gardens, 

community gardens and eco-focused                        

construction mechanisms. 

 

Through the preservation of the natural               

order, the Campus Master Plan will focus on 

stewardship, rainwater conservation,                     

harvesting, and planting diversity, in order          

to realize environmental sustainability. 

 
 

Mothers Garden  

International Gardens  
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HeritageCommunity  

Establish staging area for                     

equipment/material. 

Continue annual maintenance                        

of east parking lot. 

Ongoing health & safety                           

issues that may arise. 

Remove asbestos in crawl space. 

Upgrade heating system in                         

main church if needed. 

Complete exterior  fence. 

Start east wall restoration                               

program. 

Complete archeological study. 

Start Arrival/Drop Off Area. 

Site preparation for                                         

engineering (soil boring, etc.) 

Preliminary City approvals. 

Historical landscape                                    

preservation. 

Leadership  

Sisters of the Holy Names             
of Jesus & Mary  

 
INITIATIVES  &  

HONOURIN G  
THE LEGACY  

Of the Basilian Fathers 

The Sisters of the 

Holy Names of                 
Jesus and Mary is 

an international congregation 
of Catholic women, and        
religious Associates dedicated 
to the full development of the 
human person.  
     Since arriving in Windsor 
almost 150 years ago,            
the Sisters have played an                
integral role in the                            
development of the local   
community through their  
commitment to youth,                   
education and missionary         
services.  It is 
through selfless 
work and                  
devotion to 
those they serve 
that the Sisters 
have been able 
to profoundly 
touch the lives of 
so many. 
     It is the goal 
of the 
Assumption 
Heritage Trust 
Foundation  that the                           
monumental impact the                
Sisters have had on                           
Assumption Church and the 
local community be honoured 
in the most reverent manner. 
To that end, we have enlisted 
the leadership of Ida Sproule 

and Aaron Keogh to guide 
our efforts, ensuring that we 
are able to give back to those 
that have given so much to 
others.   

     The Assumption site is host to a rich source 
of history, and is an icon to the city of Windsor 
and the nation. This significance is  being               
preserved as a part of our Heritage and                   
Community Initiative. As such, it is imperative  
that efforts are made to ensure this legacy is 
preserved.  
     The goal of campaign chairs Pat Soulliere 
and Glen Muir is to preserve the many artifacts 
of historical significance which exist within            
!ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŀƭƭǎΦ {ǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
hundred year old Jesuit bell which was found by 
our team in the bell tower, the hand carved  
pulpit brought from France in 1793, and the 

Canadian-painted image of the Assumption from 1845 all 
tie us to our roots; as a land of European origins, but strong 
in native influences and national character.  
     It is our vision that lessons in heritage be shared with all 
through the use of Interactive Kiosks that allow people to 
discover this knowledge in their own way. To this end the 
new Heritage/Education Centre is being established, to               
provide a central location for those with an affinity to           
discover the history of this community and our nation. 
     It is vitally important that not only are the artifacts that 
illustrate our history be preserved, but that the               
knowledge of where they came from and why they mean  
so much be passed on to future generations.   

     The Basilian            
Fathers have 
made an                       
indelible mark 
on the history 
of the Windsor               
region. Their              
efforts to 
spread                      
education and 
knowledge 
first began at                       

Assumption in 1870 and 
were the origin of                        
Assumption University Ƌ-
leading directly to not only 
the University of Windsor, 
but the establishment of 
Windsor as the prominent 
border city it is today.  
     Under the leadership of 
chairs Rocco Tullio and 
Jamie Haggerty, our            
initiative to honour the 
Basilian Fathers is in full 
swing.  
 

The Assumption site is home to our earliest 
collective histories and moments of                    
nationhood built from those initial encounters 
and friendships among the Huron, the French, 
the Jesuit and founding settlers.  

P u b l i c  G a r d e n s  I n i t i a t i v e 

Rocco Tullio 

Jamie Haggarty 

Pat Soulliere 

Glen Muir 

Ida Sproule 

Paula Collavino 

Brian Parent 

Fr. Michael J. McGivney Arrival Promenade 

     The Knights of Columbus have been 
a moral  beacon since their inception in 
1882, and honouring the legacy of their 
founder is a vital consideration for our                                                                                                                                             

restoration project.  
     The Michael J. McGivney Arrival Promenade 
will stand at the entrance to the newly restored 
Assumption Campus, providing a striking allegory to the 
mandate of the Knights of Columbus as it makes visitors feel 
welcome as they approach the historic church.   

Art Peters 
Basilian Fathers Arbor Garden 

The Sisters of the Holy Names Pavilion 

Peace Garden 

Community Greens 

Aaron Keogh 
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     The Public Gardens Initiative is 
devoted to restoring the campus of                
Assumption Church to its original                  
purpose, as a place for the community 
to gather in fellowship and coexistτ
much as the original settlers and the 
Huron peoples did when Windsor was 
still just a settlement on the  frontiers 
of  Upper Canada.  
     Heading this initiative are Brian 
Parent and Paula Collavino. The                         
Gardens of Assumption will celebrate 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ 

with a dedicated Mothers Garden, 
the International Garden                            
representing our multicultural pride, 
and the /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ 
helping to educate future                        
generations. 
     All these gardens will be brought 
together by the Peace Garden and the 
Community Greens, a place for              
citizens and visitors alike to gather in 
ǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
company and, where living comes 
naturally. 


